WEDDING PLANNERS

y How 9 Jersey Girls Say "I Do"

[DILIS Custom Rings, Cakes,
Gowns, Invites, Music, and More

‘H T 1
,‘I”

IIl[n
SPRING 2009
izfii:::iinlAﬂunﬁﬂjﬁ

&T7

I[




= MAKE IT YOUR OWN

HERE AKE SIMPLE WAYS T
CUSTOMIZE YOUR TENT AND
SHOWGASE YOUR STYLE:

<= Bring in nature. Omea

of thia bast things about

& lented reception & tha
viewr of the graal out-
daars. Why not add some
greenary 7 Think tall potbed
plants or iomanas, bonsal
trees, hanging plants, and
virnas hanging from tha
ceiling or tent polos,

== Add dramatic lighting.
Some tenis are equipped
wilh chandaliars and
white lights, but you can
still pappar the room with
COoloriul Japanase lantarms,
candlas, and ik torchas,
== Play with tables amd
chairs, Dapanding on the
tenl saze you Choose, you
might be able 1o go with
an array of table sizes and
shapses, giving 1he Space a
mose personal feel. Think
about decorating guast
chairs with fabric, flowears,
O (AEsEnory.

= Hang some tabric.
Baoring tant pales can ba
dirapad in coloriul fabis,
which can also be strewn
fram the calling.— L0
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MANY BRIDES AND GROOMS FANTASIZE

about a tent wedding at home, but when

Jikesis

it comes time for the acoual planning, chey
find thar pulling off chis cype of affair is
complicated—not o mention expensive.
Wich that in mand, many reception venues
AFE oW ||i'|rt'ri:|1!.: tenes set up direcely on
their grounds, "It really 15 dhe bese of boch
worlds,” says Katherine Rodriguez, owner
of Crossed Kevs Inn in Andover (973-820.
9922; crossedkeys.com). “Many couples

envisiod their decam wmln:!:i:l!ll..: I|:||:-|||:_'r i teEng,

|
A festivg bent croated by Branches in 'West Long Branch
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but they soon hnd out chac i cost-prohibi-

tive because everything must be broughe o

the site. By setring up the tent ar the venue,

you climinate paying for the transport of

silverware, tubles and chairs, wait staff, etc.”
What makes che tent wedding so appeal-

ing? Many couples like the idea char cheir

guests won't be confined o one room for the

entire reception. Inscead, chey have the free-

dom to wander in and out of che

party, while still enjoying che

festivitres. “Gueses can go smoke
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Hip, New Hotels in
Atlantic City

CHANGE 15 HAPPENING IN A, and
chic haobeds arg popping up thal
have nothing io do with gambling,
But they mone than make up for
the missing sound of clinking skots
in the way of sophistication, enter-
tainmant, luxunous accommdda-

tions, and fing

# dining. It's a sharp
conlrast to the

8 oy of ald, with
busses full of day-
trippers Detling it
all, Today's Atlantic
City is transform-
ing inko a resort

destination worthy of a younger,
hipper crowd. And what better
placa to hosat your wedding or
rahearsal dinner? The Wataer Club
[BOO-B00-B81T; thewatarclubhotel
com), an B00-room luxury hotal
next 1o the Borgata Hotel Casing &
Spa, boasts endiess merble, & spa,
five pools, dining by Bobby Flay
and Wollgang Puck, and a 5400
malicn construction budged. You'll
Teed like you've hit the jackpat here,
Choose from a gorgeous ballroom,
a party undear tha stars, poclsida
{um, or chic cocktad fara,

Then thera's the Chelsea (B00-
548-3030; the
chalsea-ac.
camyp, which
15 esOUERIky D
but in a Fifties-
redro way. With
303 gueast
reams, a modarn event spaca that
hizlds up to 270, and the use of the
trendy Sth Floor, with its roofiop
pool and cabana, game room, and
Tarrace lounge, you really can have
fun hari, And if you'ne still craving
the lure of gambling, it's just sleps
outside aither hatel's front door,

— Moty Tufly
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The tent at Grossed Kays Inm in Andaver,

a cigar wnder che stars, buc they are scill
close enough to warch people dance and
listen ro the music,” adds Rodrigues.

And while reception halls already
come wich a set décor, renes are a blank
canvas where brides and grooms can eas-
ily incorporate their theme and personal
style, The ivary tent ar Crossed Keys
Inn is draped in white fabric and whice
lighrs inside, allowing couples to add in
any color bursts or decorative elements
that suit cheir fancy. With a brauciful
view of the mountains, the tent already
comes equipped with a bluestone Hoor,
seats up to 250 gueses, and is available
from May 1 to mid-Movember.

Couples that wed ar the Ocean Place
Resort & Spain Long Branch (732-
3T1-4000; oceanplaceresort.oom) usually
opt to have their ceremony right on the
beach, then hose cheir reCeption In a
pent set up onoone of che property’s two
open-air patios (weather permitting). “Ir
allows our guesrs o continue that out-
door feel into the reception,” says Leah
Monascra, senor catering sales manager.

And Cakeside Mansion in Bloomifield
(97 3-256-0380" r'r'|.||'|_!..:i|]-::|.|.1||'|'|] lhaz o
200-guese tent located righe off of the
venue's wraparound porch so guests can

casily wrilize boch areas. It offers car-

peted floors, a crysral chandelier, side-
walls im case of inclement weather, and is
avai lahle from April o Movember,

Some ocher venues chac offer on-sice
tenes include:

l'i.l‘:'ll'u."hl:ri- i "l."l:-":':f.lf ]-‘-'"E ﬂr,lr.-u_']: f?ﬁﬂ-
5425050, branchescatering.com), which
will rent a tent to be ser up ar cheir
locale, and only hosts one wedding ar a
L,

Park Avenue Club in Florham
Park (973-301-8233; parkavenueclub.
CERiT ) |.'|-!|-|.1.'a'5. EWCr I!-e:ﬂl-]il-::_' ]'r:l.l.'i!:ilmg. [ §] iﬁ.
propecty. The laceer one seats up o 270
guests and fearures an air-conditioning
amed heating system, 50 0t 1% available
year-round, Its neueral décor allows cou-
ples to play wp cheir own personal color
stvle and cheme.

K mall E'.::untr}- l::ll.:]} 16k Fqlr:_,.ip-]unf.‘
(973-257-0122; knollcc.com) offers a
rented facility for che cockeail hour char
18 connected oo the east ballroom, Ie can
hold up to 250 gueests and is available
from lare March uncil late November
{weather permirtcing).

The M:‘I:-l!li.'hu'l Hul:ul 1 f:.l::-l:wa_'nl:
Seation (973=285-1800; madisonhocel-
weddings.com) will also renc a tenrt for
weddings, although they prefer to host

only cented cockeail hours because of

nawjarsaybride, com
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